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TheScientist .

NEWS & OPINION MAGAZINE SUBJECTS MULTIMEDIA CAREERS SUBSCRIBE
EXPLORING LIFE, INSPIRING INNOVATION

Judge Says FDA Can Stop Clinic from Selling Stem Cell
Treatments

The decision may facilitate the agency cracking down more effectively on the unproven

interventions these companies sell.
Advancing pooled donor hepatocytes

-=‘r-,1r\;1a_\-m;m5m E E n u 332 to the next level of robustness,

consistency and customizability

I n 2013, a stem cell clinic in Florida conducted a procedure on three

women to treat their macular degeneration. Instead, it left each of them o ] N Learn More
with severe vision loss. The tragedy has been held up as an example of the g
lack of regulatory oversight the US government has had over such outfits that offer unproven stem cell

treatments—and now, it's an example of how that is changing.

On June 3, a federal judge ruled that the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is entitled to a

permanent injunction against US Stem Cell, forcing the company to stop conducting procedures using a

particular technique that involves isolating stem cells from clients’ fat. E m Q
ST ntilgs. tl i .
r b4

“The lawsuit itself wasn't surprising. The allegations

weren't surprising. And the judge's conclusion wasn't .
Neanderthal DNA in

Modern Human
Genomes Is Not Silent

o j Precedent from cases like
very surprising,” Andrew Ittleman, an attorney at X K
Miami-based Fuerst, Ittleman, David & Joseph, a law this helps the FDA in future
firm that counts government compliance for stem Enfo rcement a Ctions.

cell and regenerative medicine c 1ies as one of —Stephanie Caccomo. FDA

its kev practice areas, tells The Scientist. “If anything,

Northwestern

PR TS

BERDFEINKYRBRICRICSENTES

people were wondering why it took so long.”
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